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all over the country and all over the world,
Molly, | am proud to say, was devoted to Kan-
sas City, and more specifically to the Kansas
City music community. She supported organi-
zations like GUILDit, which seeks to connect
the world of music to the world of business to
help support artists, After all, when Molly was
diagnosed, she had no health insurance—a
tragically common phenomenon among inde-
pendent artists. And recently, she chose to do-
nate the proceeds from her albums to the Mid-
west Music Foundation, ensuring that her giv-
ing spirit will continue to touch artists in her
community for years to come.

| have always been struck by Molly’s ability
play any room at all. Molly sang the National
Anthem at Arrowhead Stadium. Molly sang it
at Kauffman Stadium. Molly sang at the
Kauffman Center. Molly sang at the Folly The-
ater. And yet, even when her fight with cancer
was at its most painful ebb, Molly got out
every single weekend and brought her voice
and her presence to local jazz clubs and Unity
churches throughout Kansas City. When the
pandemic struck, dealing a crushing blow to
musicians and venues everywhere, Molly sang
online from her living room. On stage with a
microphone in hand and a piano to sing be-
side—that's where Molly felt at home. She
used to say it was because music fed her
soul. | so hope Molly knew that her music fed
our souls as well.

Today, my heart is with Molly’s family and
friends, who are coping with a loss no amount
of preparation could have softened. To Molly’s
parents, | say this: we are never prepared to
outlive our children. | hope you take comfort in
that you were able to see Molly exhibit a resil-
ience that every parent hopes their child will
have when they send them out into what can
be an unfair and unforgiving world. Scripture
tells us, “Each one should use whatever gift
he has received to serve others, faithfully ad-
ministering God’s grace in its various forms.”
Molly’s story, to me, is a story of service.
Molly was given the gift of a singular voice
and a presence that could light up jazz club,
a concert hall, or a stadium, and she used it
to bring joy and music to others. Molly was
dealt a terrible disease, and she used it to
bring awareness and comfort to those fighting
alongside her. Molly administered God’s grace
in one of its most breathtaking forms, and she
did so for all of us.

Jazz is about many things. It is about find-
ing beauty where there is pain. It is about find-
ing freedom where there are shackles. But at
a musical level, jazz is about setting up rules,
so they can then be broken. It is about estab-
lishing a rhythm, so that it can be defied.
Madam Speaker, as | reckon with this loss, |
take comfort in my belief that Molly has defied
the unrelenting rhythm of this mortal world and
taken her place among a choir of angels.
There is piano somewhere in heaven that has
been waiting for Molly, and | know that today,
she is singing beside it.

So, Madam Speaker, please join me in hon-
oring the life and legacy of Molly Hammer.
Though she may never return to the stages
where we’ve seen her before, today Molly
joins a pantheon of jazz greats whose music
echoes through time. Artists never really die,
and | woke up this morning with Molly’s music
in my head. “So let me fly out of this world,”
she would often sing at the end of her con-
certs, “And spend the next eternity or two /
with you.”
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Mr. HUFFMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today, with my colleague Congressman MIKE
THOMPSON, in memory of Joseph A. Myers,
who passed away on December 29, 2020.

Born January 16, 1940 in Cloverdale, Mr.
Myers was a native Pomo Indian. He began
his career as a law enforcement officer and
was the first known California Indian to serve
in the California Highway Patrol. He earned
both his undergraduate degree and Juris Doc-
tor from UC Berkley.

Mr. Myers became a revered leader in the
Native American community and developed a
reputation for working effectively to preserve
Native American history through education
and activism. He served as the Associate Di-
rector of the American Indian Lawyer Training
Program where he mentored advocates on
tribal law, and notably joined a lawsuit against
the Bureau of Indian Affairs that successfully
reversed the termination of 17 Rancheria com-
munities in California. Mr. Myers later founded
the National Indian Justice Center to help
tribes strengthen governance capacity and im-
prove the quality of life in Indian country. He
was also a founding board member of the
California Indian Museum and Cultural Center.

Mr. Myers shared his knowledge of Native
American issues at UC Berkley as a professor
in the ethnic studies department. The Univer-
sity named the Joseph A. Myers Center for
Research on Native American Issues as a trib-
ute to Mr. Myers contributions to the commu-
nity including the Native American students on
campus.

Along with his hard work ethic and commit-
ment to making a positive difference for oth-
ers, Mr. Myers was known for his good sense
of humor, compassion and wit. Although he is
already greatly missed, there is no doubt his
legacy will continue to be an inspiration for
many.

Madam Speaker, | respectfully ask that you
join Congressman MIKE THOMPSON and me in
expressing deep gratitude for Mr. Myers and
his many years of selfless service to the Na-
tive American community and the entire North
Coast, and in extending condolences to his
family and many friends.

HONORING KELLY WALTERS
HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 21, 2021

Mr. GRIFFITH. Madam Speaker, | rise in
honor of Kelly Brice Walters of Christiansburg,
Virginia, who passed away on December 26,
2020 at the age of 84. Mr. Walters was a first
responder who committed his life to providing
and improving emergency services in the New
River Valley.

Kelly Walters was born on September 16,
1936 in Rogers, Virginia, to Vada McGuire
and George M. Walters Jr. He began his ca-
reer as a first responder in 1964 with the
Christiansburg Lifesaving and First Aid Crew.
In this organization, later the Christiansburg
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Rescue Squad, he served as Captain, First
Lieutenant, Second Lieutenant, Treasurer, and
President of the Board of Directors. He helped
launch rescue squads in Floyd County and
Riner in Montgomery County. In the Virginia
Association of Volunteer Rescue Squads, he
served as the District 7 Vice President twice
and ultimately as President and was also hon-
ored in its Hall of Fame.

Colleagues and community members re-
member Mr. Walters for his kindness and
dedication to the emergency services. They
told the Roanoke Times about his willingness
to help coworkers with bills without expecting
repayment or to pay for EMT certifications for
others before the state reimbursed such ex-
penses. Many colleagues looked upon him as
a mentor.

In additon to his work with the
Christiansburg Rescue Squad, Mr. Walters
worked earlier life at the Blue Ridge Overall
Factory, Cromer Furniture, and as caretaker of
the Cemetery Corporation. He also served for
eighteen years as Montgomery County’s Ani-
mal Control Officer. Apart from these respon-
sibilities, he was a member of the
Christiansburg Hunting Club, which he served
as President and as a member of the Board
of Directors.

Mr. Walters was preceded in death by his
wife, Virginia Gerald Walters. He is survived
by his daughter Nancy; grandson Bradley
Hutchenson; great-grandchildren Elizabeth
Ann and Halley Jo; sisters Brenda Thomas,
Shirley Bartlett, and Jean Walters; and sister-
in-law Jane Akers. | would like to offer my
condolences to them and the people of
Christiansburg on the loss of this dedicated
public servant.

———————
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Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker, today
| introduced the Bicycle Commuter Act of
2021. This legislation passed the House last
session in Section 90436 of the Moving For-
ward Act (H.R. 2, 116th Cong.) and would re-
instate and improve the bicycle commuter tax
benefit.

The bicycle is the most efficient form of
urban transportation ever devised. Cycling re-
duces carbon emissions, provides enormous
physical and mental health benefits, and is
one of the most cost-effective modes of trans-
portation available. Communities across the
country have realized these benefits and sub-
stantially invested in building better bike net-
works and improving facilities for biking to
work. These investments are one of the rea-
sons that rates of biking to work have in-
creased by more than one-third since 2000.
Still, however, only 0.51 percent of workers
biked to work in 2019.

Despite these impressive developments,
there is no commuter tax benefit for biking to
work—like we have for parking and transit.
First enacted in 2009, the bicycle commuter
benefit was a tax benefit that employers could
offer to provide a reimbursement of up to $20/
month for expenses relating to bicycle com-
muting expenses. But if an employee elected
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